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Objectives: This study examined the construction of attitudes towards dating violence in a Northern European adolescent sample to determine whether themes identified in North American qualitative literature on the subject would be apparent. 

Design: A focus group approach was adopted in order to replicate previous literature.

Methods:  The participants were 86 adolescents (50 female) aged between 12 and 16 from two English, one Belgian, one Swedish and one German school. Single sex focus groups were conducted and a standardised schedule was followed. The data obtained were subjected to thematic analysis.

Results: The findings of the current paper replicated those previously documented in the North American literature. Themes identified included: gender identity; gendered violence (constructed by male and female identities in relation to violence); media representation of violence, and perceived severity of violence, which is contingent on the situation, the consequences, perceptions of intent, and the nature of the violent act.  

Conclusion: These findings replicated previous North American findings and suggest that the construction of attitudes towards violence is shared in Europe. Moreover, the findings suggest that potential attitudinal targets for primary intervention are shared across these countries and that European schools could adopt existing curricula to address this issue.
